
Small Steps Big Strides!

We are working with the lovely people at Energy Heroes to pilot 
some new Year 5 maths resources linked to energy with schools 
in Chester-le-Street. There will be more information in the next 
newsletter. 

http://energyheroes.org.uk

Don’t forget that if you are on the 
Taylor Shaw  food contract then your 
food waste is sent to Emerald Biogas 
in Newton Aycliffe. It is an anaerobic 
digestion facility that generates 
electricity, heat and bio-fertiliser in 
an environmentally friendly way. 

http://www.emeraldbiogas.com 

Researchers at the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI-Y), based 
at the University of York, calculate that three days of Christmas 
festivities could result in as much as 650 kg of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions per person - equivalent to the weight of 1,000 Christmas 
puddings! 

• 26 kg of CO2 from Christmas food = 40 Christmas puddings 
• 96 kg of CO2 from Christmas Car travel = 148 Christmas Puddings 
• 218 kg of CO2 from extravagant lighting displays = 335 Christmas 

Puddings 
• 310 kg of CO2 on Christmas Shopping  = 477 Christmas puddings  

The York researchers showed that we could reduce our Christmas 
carbon emissions by up to 60 per cent to about 250 kg = 615 
Christmas puddings!
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The festive period can be a  busy  and energy  
intensive time of year. In this newsletter we have 
some tips for you at school and home. Don’t 
forget to check that your  school heating is 
switched to holiday settings at the end of term.

Calculating the carbon cost 
of Christmas - in puddings! 

School Food and Anaerobic Digestion! 

Adding up energy
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1. Christmas lighting and normal 
lighting both contribute hugely to 
energy consumption. Turn off all 
non-essential lighting when there 
is low occupancy in school and you 
could make significant savings. 

2. Heating accounts for 20-40% of 
energy costs, which means there are 
big savings to be made. Reducing 
heating temperatures by just 1ºC can 
cut fuel consumption by 8%.  

3. A single monitor and computer left 
on 24 hours a day will cost around 
£45 a year. Multiply that by the 
number of computers your school 
has to understand how much it could 
be costing you. A photocopier left 
on overnight uses enough energy 
to make over 5,000 A4 copies. By 
switching laser printers off in the 
evenings and at weekends, energy 
consumption can be reduced by 
75%. If the monitor is also turned 
off when not being used (including 
lunchtimes) and the standby options 
are activated, energy consumption 
can be reduced by 90% per year. 

4. Fridges, kettles and microwaves can 
all be unplugged over Christmas if 
nobody is using them. Do a walk-
round of your school and see what 
other non-essential electrical items 
you might have overlooked. 

5. Provide a kettle for staff who work 
outside normal business hours. 
Switch off water coolers overnight, at 
weekends and during holidays. Install 
a plug-in seven-day timer to reduce 
the likelihood of machines being left 
on out of hours.  

Carbon Trust 
no-cost energy saving 
Christmas tips: 

http://energyheroes.org.uk
http://www.emeraldbiogas.com


Small Steps Big Strides!

It has come to the Council’s attention that a 
prospective energy broker is making misleading 
claims that the Council’s Energy Management SLA 
is being withdrawn and that subsequent prices 
would be markedly increased. The broker is also 
claiming to have spoken to Darren Knowd, the 
Council’s Chief Procurement Officer. 

Both of these claims are INCORRECT - indeed 
they are completely false! 

The Council continues to provide both Corporate 
Procurement and the Energy Management 
and Climate Change SLAs in relation to Energy 
contracts. These continue to deliver good value 
and the increased security of dealing via the 
County Council rather than the risk of going it 
alone. 

Please continue to be careful in relation to false 
claims made during ‘cold calling’ from companies 
like this. If a Broker or energy company contact 
you saying they can save you money on your 

energy contracts 
please contact the 
Energy Team first on 
03000 265 538 so they 
can advise you.  

Please do not sign 
any letter of authority 
(LOA’s) as this allows 
Brokers to enter into 
contracts on your 
behalf and it is then 
very difficult to get 
contracts cancelled.  

If you do have any 
enquiries regarding 
electricity or gas, 
please contact Julie 
Curry on 03000 265 
538 or email julie.
curry@durham.gov.uk 

If your Display Energy Certificate  (DEC) is due for 
renewal you will be contacted shortly 
by Small Feet Energy who work on the 
Council’s behalf to produce the certificates.  

However some schools have reported other 
companies contacting them and stating they are 
working for the Council to produce DEC’s. This is 
incorrect and if you are in any doubt please contact 
the Energy Team on 0300 265 538.  

The Energy team are working with Honeywell 
on a small number of pilot schools to assess 
the potential of whole school energy efficiency 
retrofits. Results will be out in the new year. 

Solar for Schools 
DCC is working with Solar for Schools to offer 
funded solar systems to schools in the County. 
We hope new systems will be installed in time for 
Easter.

Energy and Sustainability Education
The meaning of
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Small 
Feet 
Energy

Energy Performance 
Contracting

Information for School Business Managers and Senior Leadership Teams

Be aware of rogue ‘Energy Brokers!’
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