
Small Steps Big Strides!

Christmas Day was the greenest on record for energy generation, 
according to the power group Drax Power. 

The company said more than 40% of the electricity generated on the 
day came from renewable sources, the highest ever. It compared with 
25% on Christmas Day in 2015, and 12% in 2012.

Andy Koss, CEO, said: “These Christmas figures show that the UK 
energy system really is changing.

Renewables are increasingly vital to the UK’s energy mix as we 
decarbonise and move away from coal.”

Figures produced by Electric Insights and commissioned by Drax 
showed that 75% of renewable energy produced on Christmas Day 
came from wind turbines.

www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/29/christmas-day-2016-renewable-
energy-uk-green-electricity

Are you Ready 
to Take Part in 
Earth Hour?

Friday 24th March, 
2-3pm for County
Durham schools

Google’s data centres and the offices for its 60,000 staff will be 
powered entirely by renewable energy from next year, in what the 
company has called a “landmark moment”.

The internet giant is already the world’s biggest corporate buyer of
renewable electricity, last year buying 44% of its power from wind
and solar farms. Now it will be 100%, and an executive said it would 
not rule out investing in nuclear power in the future, too.

Technology companies have come under increasing scrutiny over the
carbon footprint of their operations, which have grown so fast they 
now account for about 2% of global greenhouse gas emissions, 
rivalling the aviation industry.

www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/06/google-powered-100-renewable-
energy-2017

If your school does not have 
an automatic ICT shutdown in 
place for computers then it is 
relatively simple to set up. Speak 
to your school or ICT Services 
Technician.

It can save you significant sums 
of money over the course of a 
year, particularly if you pay the 
peak early evening electricity
rate.

To engage the O
ASES Team

 please call 03000 260 535
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Small Steps Big Strides!

The Energy Team have compared school gas use 
between 26th November and 10th December to
gas use between 17th December and 31st 
December. 

On average:
• schools used 45% less gas during the 

holidays. Some saved a lot more than that
• 13% of schools saved over 90% of their 

normal gas use
• 12% of schools actually used more gas in the 

holidays than in the earlier two
• weeks! This is something we should be able to 

fix before the next holiday
• visit the Systemslink portal and look at the 

graph called ‘Gas Use at Christmas’. If you’ve 
used too much, get in touch with your School 
Carbon Officer.

Following discussions 
with their Energy 
Officer, Rich Hurst 
and the Energy 
Team, Judith Burrup, 
the School Business 
Manager got 
three quotes from 
companies for new 
LED lighting for the 
school.

The school used Salix 
funding (organised 
by the successful 
company, Trust LED ) 
to fund the lights and 
installation which was 
carried out over the 
summer holidays in 
2016.

The school are delighted with the outcome, the 
quality of light is better and they have identified 
the reduced electricity use, the savings from which 
are repaying the loan over 5 years.

The OASES Team met with Paul Gaines and some 
of his team before Christmas to share information 
and discuss opportunities to work together more
effectively.

The OASES Team will now have access to their 
database so that the School Carbon Officers can 
identify when the heating systems are going to 
have their annual service which will be included in 
the revamped annual reports produced for each 
school.

Electricity Reconciliation: the amount due to 
schools in relation to usage for 2015/16 has
been finalised on an individual school basis and 
should have been included in the December
school budgetary control reports. This rebate 
is due to the effective way NEPO procures 
electricity over the whole year.

Energy and Sustainability Education
The meaning of
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Case Study—Prince Bishops 
Community Primary, 
Coundon Grange

Linking with Heating 
Systems Maintenance

Information for School Business Managers and Senior Leadership Teams

Christmas holiday gas use
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