
Small Steps Big Strides!

August ranked as the hottest August on record, according to recent 
Nasa research. Not only that, but the month tied July as the hottest 
month the world has seen in the last 136 years. The record keeps 2016 
on track to be the hottest year in the books by a fair margin.
 
August continued the streak of record hot months this year which 
was somewhat unexpected. The seasonal 
temperature cycle generally reaches a peak 
in July, as it did this year. But August was so 
anomalously warm - more so even than July  
that it tied.

Through July, the global temperature for the 
year was 1.31˚C (2.36˚F) above the average. A 
new average will be calculated through August 
when temperature data is released later this month.

Whether September will continue the record streak is uncertain, but 
regardless of where it falls, there is already a greater than 99 percent 
chance that 2016 will take the title of hottest year.

www.theguardian.com/environment

Don’t turn the 
heating back 
on unless 
REALLY
needed!

Global hydropower capacity has 
been steadily growing since the 
1960s and now makes up for 
about three quarters of total
renewable energy generation – 
and this growth is set to continue.

Researchers predict a “global 
boom in hydropower dam 
construction” over the coming 
decades, with projects underway
in the world’s major river basins – 
such as the Nile and the Amazon 
– and their tributaries. The World 
Energy Council estimates that 
global hydropower energy
generation will double by 2050.

www.neweconomics.org/issues/entry/
energyclimate-change

Climate change is known for swelling the oceans and fuelling extreme
weather, but it may be also causing the curious emergence of a new 
type of bear in the Arctic.

A bear shot in the frigid expanse of northern Canada is believed to 
be a grizzly-polar bear hybrid, a consequence of the increasing 
interactions between the two imposing bear species.

www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/18/pizzly-grolar-bear-grizzly-polar-
hybrid-climatechange?
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August tied with July as 
hottest month on record

Pizzly 
grolar 
bear! Get Ready for Switch Off 

Fortnight with The Pod in 
November!
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The rise of 
hydropower

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/13/august-ties-with-july-as-hottest-month-on-record#


Small Steps Big Strides!

As part of the Energy Management SLA, the team 
monitors and validates all of the schools energy 
invoices to ensure that the transportation and 
metering charges are accurate and reflect the 
current energy usage of the school.

A further check is also carried out by NEPO and
any inaccuracies are identified and reported to the
suppliers so they can amend the charges.

This happens twice a year as part of the review 
process.

• Monitoring and validating energy and water 
consumption.

• Management of the North East Procurement 
Organisation (NEPO) energy and water 
contracts. Through these contracts schools 
can be assured that the complicated energy 
markets are being managed to ensure that best 
value is being achieved for schools.

• In school support to reduce energy use and 
provide learning sessions for pupils and staff by 
OASES.

• Opportunities to engage in energy capital 
investment schemes.

Schools will benefit from a repayment to school 
budgets this October. This will be based upon 
the amount of electricity consumed during the 
financial year April 2015-March 2016.

It has occurred because of the flexible way that 
NEPO procure electricity through the contract with 
npower.

Very simplistically, they set the billing rates 
annually and then bought electricity ahead at a 
lower price, therefore passing the savings back to 
schools/ local authorities.

The more electricity a school consumed in the 
year, the larger the ‘rebate’ they will receive.
The final consumption figures (up to end of March 
2016) have been analysed by NEPO, before being 
passed onto the Energy Team at DCC for final 
assessment.

Should you have any queries please contact:
energy@durham.gov.uk

Why not take a look at the recently 
revamped Systemslink webportal which 
includes a new section on the dashboard 
which shows which bills have been 
estimated or are actual reads. In addition take 
the opportunity to review your energy usage over 
the last 12 months. Contact your School Carbon 
Reduction Officer if you have any questions.

Energy and Sustainability Education
The meaning of
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Benefits of being part 
of the Energy SLA:

‘Rebate’ from 
Electricity Contract

Information for School Business Managers and Senior Leadership Teams

Your Energy Management SLA
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