
Small Steps Big Strides!

OASES have welcomed two 
new staff to the School Carbon 
Reduction Programme Team… 
Alice Evans and Amy Mycock.

Alice has recently graduated from 
Northumbria University with a first 
class degree in Geography. Her
passions include the environment 
and ecology.

Amy graduated with a Masters 
in Anthropology from Durham 
University in 2011. Since 
graduating she founded the 

social enterprise, Fruitful Durham, 
as well as working as a food 
democracy action researcher, 
public library assistant and as a 
tutor for adult learners.

Emma Bishop is currently on 
maternity leave having had her 
new baby Bailey. Alice and Amy 
now have their own allocation 
of schools to work with, and 
Emma’s schools have been 
shared out amongst the rest 
of the team until she returns!

Make sure your boilers 
are set to ‘Holiday!’ 
(When you break up 
for Easter )

Since the Project began Holiday 
Gas use has improved by 75%.

Durham County Council is taking 
part in the WWF Earth Hour again 
in 2016. The official hour is on 
Saturday 19th of March 
at 8.30pm.

Durham County Council will be
promoting its own hours on
Friday 18th of March 
Schools: 2.00pm - 3.00pm
Durham County Council offices 
and buildings: 3.00pm - 4.00pm

For Climate Change Images:
www.climatevisuals.org
For news and predictions:
www.neweconomics.org

For access to your Energy and 
Water use monitoring reports:
www.systems-link.co.uk/ 
webreports
(username = school secure email
address, password = school DCC
number e.g. P2497)

OASES staff can deliver a range of carousel activities in school to 
support your energy reduction work. We are particularly keen to hear 
from Secondary Schools where we can engage with whole year 
groups in one day!

To engage the O
ASES Team

 please call 03000 260 535
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Welcome 
Alice 
and Amy

Teaching and Learning
Opportunities!

Useful 
websites

energy adviceENERGYSEENERGYSE
Newsletter from the Schools Energy Management SLA

http://www.climatevisuals.org
http://www.neweconomics.org/blog/entry/energy-round-up-six-predictions-for-2016
http://www.systems-link.co.uk/webreports
http://www.systems-link.co.uk/webreports


Small Steps Big Strides!

A number of Business Managers have recently 
been asking for more information about how their 
gas and electric bills are made up. The following 
chart shows the various factors that affect an 
average dual
fuel bill.

The wholesale cost of the gas or electricity makes 
up less than half the cost of your bill (around 42%). 
Operating costs make up around 37%, whilst taxes 
and levies account for 12% This leaves a margin 
for the supplier of under 10%.

From this you can see that although the news may 
report significant changes in crude oil prices, they 

only account for a proportion of what you pay.

Over the coming years, improvements to the 
supply networks and changes to the way our 
energy is supplied means that the non-wholesale 
costs are likely to increase. This means that whilst 
the actual cost of the energy may decrease, the 
overall bill may not show the same reduction, and 
may even increase depending on Government 
policies and other influences.

For more information or copies of the 
presentations given by npower and NEPO to the 
recent Business Managers forum, please email: 
energy@durham.gov.uk

The Energy Team have helped 
to save £16,753.45 for 
Woodham Academy following 
a review of their surface water 
drainage charges and £5,600 
for Broom Cottages with a 
similar review. They have also
arranged a refund of £4,292.84 
for Benfieldside Primary as a 
result of a leakage claim.

For further information please 
call 03000 265 544.

A rebate will be paid to all schools and academies
during 16/17 for energy used in 15/16 financial
year. This will be based on your annual electric
consumption and will be checked and verified by
the Energy Team once invoices to 31/3/16 have
been issued. It has been achieved due to current
low energy prices and an effective buying strategy
through NEPO.

If you have any queries please contact:
Julie.curry@durham.gov.uk

To engage the O
ASES Team
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Water 
information…

Rebate information…

Information for School Business Managers and Senior Leadership Teams

How 
energy 
bills 
are 
made-up

Breakdown of a dual fuel bill

Wholesale costs

Network costs

Environmental and social obligation costs

Supplier operating costs

VAT

Pre-tax margin

42%
9%

5%

14%

7%

23%

mailto:energy%40durham.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:Julie.curry%40durham.gov.uk?subject=

